Film Studies Syllabus 
Ms. Kristen Light

Valley Park High School

School email:  klight@vp.k12.mo.us
School phone:
636-923-3613 ext. 3666
Welcome to Film Studies!  This course will enhance your understanding of films and their impacts on audiences.  We will analyze scripts and screen plays, as well as critique camera use, setting, lighting, special effects, and the performance of producers, directors and actors.  A history of film and use of progressive techniques will be included in the course.  This is an interactive course.  Your participation is necessary!
My classroom rule:
RESPECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS!
What does this mean?

1. NO CELL PHONES OUT EVER, UNLESS INSTRUCTED TO DO SO.
a. First time:  in my holder

b. Second time:  phone to the office
2. Do not talk when others are talking – EVER.  Do not talk or sleep during movies.
3. Be prepared for class – group presentations and other assignments turned in on time.

4. Ask for help when you need it.

5. Offer help where it is needed

6. Give your full attention to the speaker.  Do not work on other things, zone out, or talk.

7. Never interrupt a presentation.

8. Keep an open mind – do not judge someone else’s ideas until you have all the information.

What do you think we should add?  What is important to you?


8.

9.



10.

Behavior consequences:
1. A warning.

2. Time spent after school.

3. Call to student’s parents.

4. A trip to the office.

5. Remember:  Severe infractions result in severe penalties!

Text:  The Art of Watching Films, by Joseph Boggs and Dennis Petrie
Course Objective:
After studying the film making process and history in communication, students should be able to:
1. Apply a methodology for critiquing film, both written and orally.

2. Understand and apply various theories for putting film reviews in context.  
3. Define and identify the technical jargon associated with film production.

4. Comprehend the historical continuum of film history.

5. Become more knowledgeable viewers, increasing cultural literacy.

6. Gain exposure to notable pioneers in the industry, including actors, writers, producers, and directors.

7. Practice writing for a variety of audiences.

8. Practice critical thinking and writing skills.
Attendance:  (as outlined in the Valley Park Student Handbook)

The process of education requires a regular continuity of instruction, classroom participation, learning experiences, and study in order for students to reach their fullest educational potentials.  Teachers cannot help students who are not present.  .  

Tardiness:

Students will be marked tardy when they are not in their seats when the bell rings.  If a student is late to class due to being detained by the office or a previous teacher, an excused pass must be produced by the student.  A student wanting to return to a locker or 
use the restroom will also receive a tardy. 
Homework:
Homework is due when it is due.  If you are absent, and you knew about the work, it is due on the day you return.  You are will be held accountable for your work.  

Quizzes:

Quizzes will be on material found in the textbook as well as information discussed in class and on handouts.  The quizzes will consist of multiple choice, matching, short answer, and/or short essay.  If you are absent on the day of a quiz, and you knew about the quiz, you will take it on the day you return.  

Presentations:

It is extremely important that you give your presentation on its scheduled day.  Giving a presentation late is NOT an option!  If you are absent on the day of your presentation, you must have an ‘excused’ absence to make up the speech.  If you do have an ‘excused’ absence, you will give your presentation on the day you return. 
Projects:

You will be assigned 1 project throughout the semester in addition to your group presentations.  This project will be completed primarily outside of class. 
Grading:

You will receive points instead of grades.  A total of these points for each assignment will then correspond with a final percentage/grade at the end of the semester.  Your homework assignments, quizzes, presentations, projects and active participation all go to determine your final grade.  
Active Participation = There will be various small activities that you will do or turn in to me.  These activities will receive 10-20 participation points, depending on the level of effort/difficulty.  





Grading Scale:





99. 45% = A+





92. 45% = A




89. 45% = A-





87. 45% = B+





82. 45% = B




79. 45% = B-





77. 45% = C+





72. 45% = C




69. 45% = C-





67. 45% = D+





62. 45% = D




59. 45% = D-





Below     = F
Course Assignments and Schedule:
 This is a tentative schedule for the semester.  We will most likely speed up at times and slow down, as needed.  The following list represents the units/speeches to be covered.
1. Chapter 1– Introduction to the class

a. What is film study?
b. Elements of film

c. History of film

d. Watch Casablanca
e. Type paper

f. Ms. Light presents

2. Chapter 2 – Theme and Focus
a. Chapter 2

a. Theme

b. Plot

c. Mood

d. Character style

e. Ideas
b. Watch A Beautiful Mind
c. Type paper

d. Group 1 Presentation week of 1/27 
3. Chapter 3 –Fictional Elements 
a. Characterization

b. Irony

c. Conflict

d. Watch Glory
e. Type paper

f. Group 2 Presentation week of 2/10
4. Chapter 4– Visual Design and Special Effects
a. Costume

b. Make-up

c. Lights

d. Sound

e. Angles

f. Watch Psycho
g. Type paper
h. Group 3 Presentation week of 2/24
5. Chapter 6 – Editing and Special Effects
a. Watch Star Wars
b. Type paper

c. Group 4 Presentation week of 3/9
6. A.
Benchmark over ch 1-4, 6 week of 3/23
7. Chapter 5 - Cinematography 
a. Western

b. Watch Once Upon a Time in the West
c. Type paper
d. Group 5 Presentation week of 4/6
8. Musicals 4/13
a. Singin’ in the Rain
9. Chapter 10 – Acting 4/27
a. Forrest Gump
10. Final Project – Film Review 5/11
11. Final Exam - Cummulative
Film Studies Second Semester 2020
Dear Parents:

I am excited to teach Film Studies to your child this semester!  We will cover many aspects of making and analyzing films in order to sharpen critical thinking skills, recognizing the cultural assumptions that underlie the movies they watch.  We will examine the films’ messages about various societal phenomena such as: disabilities, war, family, and history.  The movie list follows.  Please sign this information form and send it back with your student for 10 points.

Thank-you for supporting your student as he or she takes a journey through Hollywood in hopes of learning more about the industry, our cultural, and ourselves. Please feel free to call or email with any questions.  My email address is:  klight@vp.k12.mo.us; and my telephone number is:  636-923-3613 et. 3666.  Have a great day!
Movies for Spring Semester 2018
Casablanca

Psycho

A Beautiful Mind

Star Wars:  Episode 4

Once Upon a Time in the West
Glory

Singin’ in the Rain
Forrest Gump

Sincerely,

Kristen Light

Parent Signature_____________________________________________________________

3rd Hour Groups:

#1, Ch. 2/A Beautiful Mind, Week of 1/29
Ryan

Matt

Jordan
#2, Ch. 3/Glory, Week of 2/12

Tytiana

Nyah

Rebecca
#3, Ch. 4/Psycho, Week of 2/27

Jazz

Eric S.
Nick
#4, Ch. 6/Star Wars Episode 4, Week of 3/19

Chad

Gage

Eric W.

#5, Ch. 5/Once Upon a Time in the West, Week of 4/2

Lucas

Andrew

James
6th Hour Groups:
#1, Ch. 2/A Beautiful Mind, Week of 1/29

Stephen
Ayanna

Faith

#2, Ch. 3/Glory, Week of 2/12

Maryah
Julia

Shadagha

#3, Ch. 4/Psycho, Week of 2/27

Jordan
Raelin

Jalen

#4, Ch. 6/Star Wars Episode 4, Week of 3/19
Luke

Matt
#5, Ch. 5/Once Upon a Time in the West, Week of 4/2

Caleb
Kayla

Laiyonna
